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It gives me great pleasure to introduce this collection of reports from the second round of EFSA\'s EU‐FORA fellowship programme.

The breadth of subjects and experiences described in these 15 documents bears testimony to the success of the programme, which was set up in 2016 as part of EFSA\'s efforts to nurture the next generation of Europe\'s food risk assessors.

What is particularly impressive is the relevance of the issues that these early to mid‐career scientists have investigated with the assistance of their host institutions. To take just a few examples: the development of chemical exposure assessment by use of probabilistic modelling; the risk assessment of allergenicity from insects as food; the development of risk assessment tools based on molecular typing and whole genome sequencing of *Campylobacter jejuni* genome.

These are challenging real‐life issues that speak directly to the current work of risk assessors in Europe. EU‐FORA is thus giving valuable experience to the risk assessors of the future, while at the same time expanding and deepening our reservoir of scientific knowledge.

This is a tribute not only to the hard work and dedication of the fellows themselves but also to the enthusiasm with which the host organisations have embraced the programme. Partnership and cooperation are at the centre of everything we do at EFSA, and it is gratifying to see these core values put into practice so productively.

So, congratulations to our second wave of fellows, and thank you to the participating host organisations and the members of the EU‐FORA Committee who made this work possible.

EU‐FORA is already an established part of EFSA\'s capacity‐building efforts and it will continue to develop for the benefit of the European risk assessment community.

**Barbara Gallani**
